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       Next Meeting Topic
  
         How Technology Changed The Way  

      We Listen to Music
                     by Ray Baxter 
                                 of APCUG 
  
            Thursday, May 14 2026, 7:00 PM 

                        DPCUC General Meeting

   Our Club meets monthly on the second Thursday of each month. 
All meetings are currently held using Zoom.

We hope some day in the future to be able to meet in person again.

     May 2026

http://www.durhampc-usersclub.on.ca/
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 FYI                                                    - By Dan Delong

ARC-100 small modular reactor 

Assembly line, small, fast nuclear, fission, reactors – that’s the plan, for this New Brunswick group. 
[Which makes me think back to my youth, when the mailman delivered Popular Mechanics and Popular Science to our 
house. One small article caught my attention. It illustrated and described a chest freezer sized nuclear reactor, 
installed in the basement of a typical home. At the time, I thought it had already been built and tried, since nuclear 
powered ships and submarines were a real thing.]

The ARC-100 SMR, weighing under one ton, has been designed, not with the usual heavy water and a large, 
expensive, emergency vacuum chamber, but with liquid sodium as the heated transfer medium. This makes it possible 
to eliminate extra construction projects and engineering efforts, to use a ‘burn’ system that produces less radioactive 
waste. The resultant 100 mega watts of power will be cheaper to produce than current nuclear – by 40% –  which will 
be a significant relief to those paying for rapidly increasing energy consumption.
Governments move slowly. This project has been underway since 2023, and has been okayed for just 6 locations. The 
ARC-100 – with a lifespan of 60 years – would be perfect for small northern or remote communities. 

https://www.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/eng/reactors/new-reactor-power-plant-projects/new-reactor-power-plant-facilities/
nbpower/

In the United States, a smaller nuclear reactor, eVinci, by Westinghouse, is in the works. So far, this “micro” reactor 
is destined for military bases only... those that could run out of diesel fuel if the grid went down during a crisis. EVinci 
will supply about 5 mega watts, for at least 8 years, before needing refuelling.

AI, if you must.

A joke going around describes using AI do perform a homework task, like adding the numbers two and three to get the 
correct answer – 5. That seems pretty easy, whether using paper/pencil, a calculator, or keyboarding a computer, 
although all of the aforementioned may involve a few seconds of extra “work”. But those who belive it is easier to ask 
AI, orally,  for the answer, can save themselves those few seconds, not realizing the amount of electrical energy 
consumed by AI to answer -  enough energy to power a steel plant for a several minutes. Use AI if you must, but make 
it consume Canadian power – something like Augure, a bilingual Montreal based AI service. 

[Did you know that Firefox has an AI Enable/Disable toggle? Edge does not provide such an off switch, although you 
can hide the Co-pilot icon. By the way, Firefox proudly admits that AI found hundreds of vulnerabilities in its code, 
that need patching.]

https://augureai.ca/

University Lectures Made Into AI Slop

University of Arizona professors were never told that their lectures might be fed into AI. The result of AI’s 
concatenation of these chopped up sessions became oversimplified, confusing, and sometimes inaccurate.

https://www.404media.co/asu-atomic-ai-modules-arizona-state-university/

https://www.404media.co/asu-atomic-ai-modules-arizona-state-university/
https://augureai.ca/
https://augureai.ca/
https://www.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/eng/reactors/new-reactor-power-plant-projects/new-reactor-power-plant-facilities/nbpower/
https://www.cnsc-ccsn.gc.ca/eng/reactors/new-reactor-power-plant-projects/new-reactor-power-plant-facilities/nbpower/
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More on Retro Gadgets

Some old gadgets, making a comeback, are: record players, cassette tapes, wired earphones, flip phones (with 
replaceable battery) and hand held games. Vinyl sales are taking off; hence listeners are reviving old turntables (those 
that still work). Tape cassettes are convenient and portable, holding longer track sets, and with quality sound (if 
equipped with Dolby). All older cars once had a CD or cassette deck. Flip phones, of the past (without the Web) were 
simpler and tougher, while providing a break from social media. 
[Of note, Europe has passed a law requiring all new phones – smart or dumb – to have replaceable batteries.]
Hand held arcade style games may not match the graphics quality of current multi-player computer games, but 
individual skill is all that matters here. 

[Android Police reminds users to revive their old Nexus Player, because it does HD video so well, with a fast, smooth 
interface and less intrusive ads.]

https://www.bgr.com/2150225/retro-gadgets-making-comeback/

PS5, with Linux

Not only can Linux be installed on a PS5, but PC games can still run on it, using a “live” install of Linux (which 
doesn’t brick the machine). Here are the instructions, with more details on Github.

https://www.theverge.com/news/920322/ps5-linux-project-exploit-install

Amazon Fire TV Stick Updates

Updates will end in 2029 or 2030, depending on the ‘stick’ version. This is not to say that a TV stick may refuse to 
connect at all, after these dates. 
Conversely, Google’s Home devices are getting a free Gemini update.

https://www.bgr.com/2158952/amazon-fire-tv-sticks-stop-getting-updates-2030/

How Fake News Enters the Mainstream

Digital media provides more and more public information, both online and over the air... think FOX 
News&Entertainment. RFK recently stated that assisted dying is the main cause of deaths in Canada. Even though his 
statement is not factual, such headlines flows through social media so rapidly, that rebuttals are drowned out, 
suffocated by this initial surface news. 
Here’s one rebuttal link, that is factual.

https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/fact_checking/fact-file-rfk-jr-s-comment-on-canadas-medical-assistance-in-
dying-law-misleading/article_1d1df118-131d-5b39-b8ab-ccae3ba74710.html

https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/fact_checking/fact-file-rfk-jr-s-comment-on-canadas-medical-assistance-in-dying-law-misleading/article_1d1df118-131d-5b39-b8ab-ccae3ba74710.html
https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/fact_checking/fact-file-rfk-jr-s-comment-on-canadas-medical-assistance-in-dying-law-misleading/article_1d1df118-131d-5b39-b8ab-ccae3ba74710.html
https://www.bgr.com/2158952/amazon-fire-tv-sticks-stop-getting-updates-2030/
https://www.theverge.com/news/920322/ps5-linux-project-exploit-install
https://www.bgr.com/2150225/retro-gadgets-making-comeback/
https://www.androidpolice.com/
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AI from 1931

Imagine if Claude AI had been around 1931, then the AI itself fell into a coma-like sleep... only to awaken today. Ine 
effect this would be like the legend of Rip Van Winkle, a man who slept for years, while his beard grew long, unaware 
of changes in his world. Researchers wanted to find out what responses would arise if old knowledge – pre-1931 - was 
all that was available for LLM learning.  For example, could a 1931 AI have predicted WWII and the outcome? Could 
the AI integrate new information available on today’s WEB, for further learning, filling in its almost 100 years gap in 
data?
Results showed that a vintage LM could be contaminated by such limited information, resulting in even more bias and 
hallucinations, compared to modern AIs. In fairness, AI 1931 could not accurately optically read digitized, old, printed 
pages. Talkie is not the only vintage LM under such study.

https://talkie-lm.com/introducing-talkie

Huawei Mate 80 Pro

Is it a phone or a camera? I guess it is both, with stress on the camera (or should I say 
“cameras”) for there are four of them, in total working as a team, through software. The 
main rear camera is 50MP, with shutter adjust, along with a 48MP with 4x optical zoom, 
and a 40MP ultra wide, with macro. And finally, there is a 13MP front camera. When 
framing an image, to take a new photo, built-in AI will quickly suggest small changes to 
camera settings, in order to maximize success. Video can shoot at 4K, displayed at 120Hz, 
on the 1280x2832px screen. Harmony OS is unique to Huawei, running on a proprietary 
CPU and 16GB RAM. 
Canadian prices are around $1500 (less for a used phone).

https://www.gsmarena.com/huawei_mate_80_pro_5g-14311.php

Google’s Take on Re-composing Photos

After a photo has been taken, as long as it is a Google Photo, AI can “fix” it, with respect to camera angle – to the point 
that AI will generate needed extra background objects and change the positions and face angle of those in the shot. 
Many examples are shown in the link (below).

https://research.google/blog/its-all-about-the-angle-your-photos-re-composed/
 

Victrola Wave Turntable

Increasingly popular vinyl records require good equipment, so as not to damage the record’s 
grooves. The old Victrola brand name has now been attached to a better quality turntable, that 
outputs to both the latest Bluetooth and to traditional RCA jacks (for hook-up to an older audio 
system). A high quality Bluetooth audio signal can connect to multiple devices at the same time, 
be they speakers or headphones. It is unlikely that any parts of this turntable have been made in 
the USA or Canada. Here is a link to a Canadian supplier, in Montreal (below), for a $630 CAD 
unit.

https://www.laytonaudio.ca/en/product/home-audio/5795-wave-bluetooth-turntable-with-auracast.html

https://www.laytonaudio.ca/en/product/home-audio/5795-wave-bluetooth-turntable-with-auracast.html
https://research.google/blog/its-all-about-the-angle-your-photos-re-composed/
https://www.gsmarena.com/huawei_mate_80_pro_5g-14311.php
https://talkie-lm.com/introducing-talkie
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iPhone Signal Messages Read by FBI

Apple is known for its encryption, yet a bug in the OS database allowed the FBI to beak into secret Signal messages. 
Even after the Signal app had been uninstalled, and the messages deleted, they were retained in the notifications 
database. A patch for this exploit has been applied, as of April 22nd 2026.

https://www.404media.co/apple-fixes-bug-that-let-fbi-extract-deleted-signal-messages-after-404-media-coverage/

Security Cameras without Subscription

Concern over house break-ins, and porch pirates, has peaked interest in audio/video monitoring devices and storage 
media. The link (below) offers 8 cameras that do not store content in the cloud, although a larger capacity micro-SD 
card, or home cloud storage, may be required. Expect to pay more for a camera able to withstand outdoor weather. One 
of these cameras boosts its battery with a solar panel. 

https://www.bgr.com/2156164/best-security-cameras-dont-require-subscription/

FREE Email... a new one

‘Free’ email has been available for decades, from Google, Microsoft, and others. But it comes at 
an “invisible” cost – that cost being loss of ownership over personal data and message content, 
frequently feeding AI businesses. A more recent player in the game is QRYPTY mail, which adds the words 
“Anonymous” and “Encrypted” to “Free”, along with these supported languages - (English, Russian, Chinese, Hindi, 
Spanish, French, Arabic, Bengali, Portuguese, Urdu, Indonesian, German, and Japanese.). It doesn’t save logs, allows 
up to 25MB attachments, and works just fine (in app form) on a phone. No identifying information is required when 
creating an account – just a unique 32 character key code. What you get is a username@qrypty.com account, with 
folders, search, and spam filtering. I don’t know who made this service, but it appears to be aimed at journalists and 
those living in repressive regimes. Don’t lose that 32 character key code; it’s the only way into your account. 
[A free Proton account offers similar security, but users may wish to upgrade to paid, for more storage.]

https://qrypty.com/

Android Open Source – no more

For over a year, Google has been working on an internal branch of the Android Operating System, available only to 
some major companies. Because (come September 2026) all apps not included in the list of those approved by Google 
(and whose owners have signed the TOS agreement, and paid up) will no longer install. Every app, on any Android 
device, anywhere, will be affected. This change may have something to do with planned age restrictions, because apps 
are also required to pass user IDs to the government; those IDs often contain identifiers issued by the government. 
Many companies are fighting it.

https://keepandroidopen.org/en/

GITHUB offers DOS1.00 Source Code

Of use to legacy coders only, is this link to Tim Paterson’s listings (in various formats) of the earliest DOS code.

https://github.com/DOS-History/Paterson-Listings

https://github.com/DOS-History/Paterson-Listings
https://keepandroidopen.org/en/
https://qrypty.com/
https://www.bgr.com/2156164/best-security-cameras-dont-require-subscription/
https://www.404media.co/apple-fixes-bug-that-let-fbi-extract-deleted-signal-messages-after-404-media-coverage/
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Mastodon Trending

Picked this one up from Mastodon: 

The creator of ChatGPT is named "Altman," as in "alternative to human" and he leads OpenAl, which is 
completely closed.
His main opponent is the company Anthropic, meaning "human-centered" is led by "Amodei," as in "loves gods".
Then there's "Gemini," meaning "two-faced," from a company (Google) that said that it will do no evil.

C64C from 1986, gets new stuff

The remade Commodore 64c looks like the old computer/keyboard 
combo, but has an HDMI port for modern monitors, plus USB and WiFi. 
Old games and cartridge still play. Modern printer support is coming, 
along with improved sound.

https://checkout.commodore.net/product-page/commodore-64c-ultimate-
founders-edition

Right to Repair Getting Push Back

A few states have passed “Right to Repair” laws, but not Alaska. In Alaska some industrialists are gaining traction to 
oppose any such laws, wanting all repairs to be done in “authorized” shops... only those overseen by the manufacturer. 
[Other proposals include the release of 3D printer plans, for some of the most breakable parts, so they can be 
generated quickly, by almost any DIYer.] Colorado just lost its proposed right to repair law.

https://www.techdirt.com/2026/04/28/tech-lobbyists-hard-at-work-undermining-proposed-alaska-right-to-repair-law/

Manitoba Welcomes at Least 3 Data Centres

Winnipeg is converting a bankrupt factory; Regina is building a much larger data centre, and more are possible... all in 
an effort to support Canadian digital independence, conceived partly by Bell Canada, as part of the Bell Fabric system 
of communication.

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/ai-data-centre-going-into-shuttered-protein-plant-just-outside-winnipeg/ar-
AA21YUn4

Microsoft’s Storycaster

This research area – related to Computer Vision – feels that immersion into a visual world does not require wearing VR 
goggles. Instead, bu Using live cameras and digital projections of imagined worlds (onto walls, and influenced by vocal 
commands) the overall experience will be extremely realistic. The total “story” experience, should feel more natural.

Storycaster: An AI System for Immersive Room-based Storytelling (CHI 2026) - Microsoft Research 

Figure 1: Deluxe gold edition

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/video/storycaster-an-ai-system-for-immersive-room-based-storytelling-chi-2026/
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/ai-data-centre-going-into-shuttered-protein-plant-just-outside-winnipeg/ar-AA21YUn4
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/ai-data-centre-going-into-shuttered-protein-plant-just-outside-winnipeg/ar-AA21YUn4
https://www.techdirt.com/2026/04/28/tech-lobbyists-hard-at-work-undermining-proposed-alaska-right-to-repair-law/
https://checkout.commodore.net/product-page/commodore-64c-ultimate-founders-edition
https://checkout.commodore.net/product-page/commodore-64c-ultimate-founders-edition


 Durham Personal Computer Users’ Club Newsletter                       Page     7  

Project 2025 (opinion)

Apparently, the realization of this idea, to reorganize American society, has percolated for decades. It’s a plan, by 
financial elites, to take over the government of the United States, with repercussions for the World, as are being felt 
concurrently. Trump’s threat to bomb Iran into the stone age is only one side of a plane to grasp power unto those for 
whom no amount of power or money is enough. These people excuse their behaviour by calling on the American 
principle of “Eminent Domain”, which simply means, if you have the means, take whatever it is you want. In other 
words, the old Rman phrase, “Might is Right.” Trump admitted, he and his political supporters, want more territory and 
the resourced contained therein, to make America self sufficient and GDP richer. If bombs couldn’t achieve this goal, 
perhaps economic slavery could do it, So, hit’em with tariffs. With Canada so tightly aligned to the US, economically 
and culturally, it should be easy to bring Canada to heel, simply by applying stiff tariffs, tariffs so egregious that the 
economy would collapse into a depression. 
[just as the American Depression of the 1930s dragged down the World’s economies.]
The Canadian government response has been to widen trade with Europe, Asia and Australia, in an economic alliance 
that my temper the effects of Trump tariffs. That is not the only way to soften this damage, as many individual 
Canadians have discovered, by severely curtailing spending that might go to the USA, and by buying Canadian 
whenever possible. 
I’m one of them... having restricted grocery purchases (despite needing reading glasses to check the fine print), and 
refusing to buy anything from Amazon or a few other American businesses.  Spending on computers, travel, vehicles, 
appliances, and peripherals will just have to wait – locally owned store purchases only,  where possible. 
I realize our market size is at least one tenth that of the States, and we cannot reach the economies of scale needed to 
make some Canadian manufactured items viable. A Canadian designed and built car is one example. But we can at 
least make things that last (when the machinery needed is repatriated). Remember when electric appliances, like 
fridges, stoves and washing machines lasted for several decades? We have the engineering ‘smarts’ to do it again. 
Longevity, over obsolescence, would cost pennies more per appliance. We can live comfortably and well, with less 
concern over style. Long lasting products from Canada might reach into the global economy.

[My economics degree may be old, by my opinions are up to date.] 

                                             An image from BigLinux 
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DPCUC President's Notes             by Peter Camilleri

This month, I thought it might be nice to return to the theme of presenting potentially 
useful links to computer and related materials. For May I present these two items:

I’ve been hearing for some time that in modern Windows 11 machines, third party anti-
virus software is no longer required. That you can rely on plain old Windows defender to 
get  the job done.  This has always been tempting for me. The annoying pop-ups,  the 
barrage of offers and upgrade adverts, and questionable re-billing practices, made the 
anti-virus the most annoying thing on my computer. So now, from PCWorld magazine, 
we get this confirmation:

Microsoft officially says you don't need extra antivirus on Windows 11

https://www.pcworld.com/article/3120244/you-dont-need-extra-antivirus-on-
windows-11-microsoft-officially-says.html
 
I can tell you that AVG is off my machine and I don’t miss it one bit.

Switching from annoying to useful,  in a past general meeting, the club examined the 
useful,  free  PowerToys  tools  from  Microsoft.  This  excellent  software  continues  to 
improve.

PowerToys keeps shipping features Windows should have had years ago, and the latest 
update proves it

https://www.xda-developers.com/powertoys-keeps-shipping-features-windows-should-
have-natively/

I especially like the new Power Display feature that gives me back my ability to control  
my screen brightness and contrast quickly and easily, just like the old days when these 
controls were right there on my monitor. 

Peter Camilleri, President DPCUC.

https://www.xda-developers.com/powertoys-keeps-shipping-features-windows-should-have-natively/
https://www.xda-developers.com/powertoys-keeps-shipping-features-windows-should-have-natively/
https://www.pcworld.com/article/3120244/you-dont-need-extra-antivirus-on-windows-11-microsoft-officially-says.html
https://www.pcworld.com/article/3120244/you-dont-need-extra-antivirus-on-windows-11-microsoft-officially-says.html
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Sudoku Puzzles      May 2026          by Alex Morrison       

                                    EASY 
  
      

  

                            MED          HARD

  

  

  

IF you don’t Like Sudoku puzzles – try these pages

  https://www.boatloadpuzzles.com/playcrossword
  
  https://www.cryptograms.org/play.php 

 Sudoku 

The game boards on this page were produced using 
Sudokuki on PC Linux 64 Bit running KDE Plasma.

The objective is to fill in the missing numbers ensuring 
that every 3 X 3 grid has the numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats and every full column or row has the numbers 
1 through 9 again with no repeats.

  If you have troubles solving the puzzles send an email 
to me and I will send you the solution. 
                                                                Have fun!  Alex

https://www.cryptograms.org/play.php
https://www.boatloadpuzzles.com/playcrossword
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Linux – RedoRescue             by Alex Morrison      

Backup your system before an unexpected disaster strikes!

There are many backup methods available – some commercial, some free!

I find this free version “RedoRescue” to be one of the easiest to use. 

You can download an ISO image of RedoRescue from SourceForge and then burn the image to either 
a blank DVD or a USB drive. 

Today USB flash drives are the better choice. 

When you boot from the DVD or USB the next image will be visible. 

 

After clicking Redo Rescue you will see the three options in the image below.

Just click Backup to start the backup process.
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Click on the Source Drive button. 

You can backup a full drive or a partition if you desire.

The image below shows choosing the full operating system.
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Linux uses 3 or more partitions – to select all of them click on the top checkbox.

This part is easier – just choose the location for the system backup.



 Durham Personal Computer Users’ Club Newsletter                       Page     13  

The next part is restore from a backup – boot to the RedoRescue DVD or USB and select Restore

The restore steps are easy to follow – basically a Backup in reverse. 

RedoRescue is available from SourceForge and can be downloaded as an ISO.
 
 Here is the link --->http://redorescue.com/ 
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Linux in the News                            by Alex Morrison       

qBittorrent 5.2 Open-Source BitTorrent Client Released with Many New Features
0 Comments 

qBittorrent 5.2 open-source BitTorrent client is now available for download with many new features, 
improvements to the WebUI and search, and platform-specific changes. Here’s what’s new!

EndeavourOS Titan Neo Is Out with KDE Plasma 6.6.4 and KDE Gear 26.04
0 Comments 

EndeavourOS Titan Neo distribution is now available for download with the KDE Plasma 6.6.4 
desktop environment, Linux kernel 6.19.14, and other changes. Here’s what’s new!

Latest Raspberry Pi OS Release Disables Passwordless sudo by Default 

The newest Raspberry Pi OS update has disabled passwordless sudo by default. Learn how this 
impacts your projects and improves system security today!

First Arch Linux ISO Powered by Linux Kernel 7.0 Is Now Available for Download
0 Comments 

Arch Linux 2026.05.01 is now available for download as Arch Linux’s ISO release for May 2026, 
powered by Linux kernel 7.0 and featuring an improved installation experience.

Shotcut 26.4 Video Editor Adds Vulkan GPU Support to Speech to Text on Linux
0 Comments 

Shotcut 26.4 open-source video editor is now available for download with Vulkan GPU support for 
Speech to Text on Linux, 10-bit VP9 MP4 (E-AC-3) and 10-bit VP9 WebM (Opus) export presets, 
and more.

https://9to5linux.com/shotcut-26-4-video-editor-adds-vulkan-gpu-to-speech-to-text-on-linux#respond
https://9to5linux.com/shotcut-26-4-video-editor-adds-vulkan-gpu-to-speech-to-text-on-linux
https://9to5linux.com/first-arch-linux-iso-powered-by-linux-kernel-7-0-is-now-available-for-download#respond
https://9to5linux.com/first-arch-linux-iso-powered-by-linux-kernel-7-0-is-now-available-for-download
https://www.linuxtoday.com/blog/latest-raspberry-pi-os-release-disables-passwordless-sudo-by-default/
https://9to5linux.com/endeavouros-titan-neo-is-out-with-kde-plasma-6-6-4-and-kde-gear-26-04#respond
https://9to5linux.com/endeavouros-titan-neo-is-out-with-kde-plasma-6-6-4-and-kde-gear-26-04
https://9to5linux.com/qbittorrent-5-2-open-source-bittorrent-client-released-with-many-new-features#respond
https://9to5linux.com/qbittorrent-5-2-open-source-bittorrent-client-released-with-many-new-features
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                                       SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS SIG’s
  

 

Special Interest Groups are 
for members only. 

SIG’s are really free monthly 
seminars with question and 
answer sessions following the 
presentation(s)

Members of SIG’s enjoy a 
feeling of community and 
share common goals and 
interests.

Most SIG’s are informal and 
members who attend them set 
the agenda for the meeting 
based on their own needs.

                  Special Interest Groups 
  

               Durham Linux User Groups 

                           Coordinator: Ed Goudge
  

 Our Linux group meet on the first Thursday of 
every month.

      All meetings are currently held using Zoom.

       We hope some day to meet again in person. 

                          

     DPCUC 
   EXECUTIVE 

     2022-2023

President                  Peter Camilleri          peter.c.camilleri@gmail.com                289-928-1579
Vice-President      Anne Delong             annedelong@timetraces.com                  905-623-
6975
Secretary/Treasurer  Mark Hunter         mark.s.hunter6605@gmail.com        905-924-2196
Membership/Publicity   David Odynski            odynskid@sympatico.ca                 905-576-
6325
Librarian                  Dan Delong              dandelong@timetraces.com                     905-623-6975
Program Director          TBA
Newsletter Editor    Alex Morrison           dpcuc@rogers.com                                  905-579=1560
Director at Large     David Swain               david@swainracing.com   

  
         HOME PAGE       --- http://www.durhampc-usersclub.on.ca/

    Newsletter 
   Information

PC Monitor is the official publication of the Durham Personal Computer 
Users’ Club and is published monthly at Oshawa, Ontario. 

The DPCUC mailing address is dpcuc@live.com

The PC Monitor cannot be responsible for errors or inaccuracies in the 
content, although efforts will be made to publish information accurately.
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